Washington Parish Council
Special Meeting 
Minutes 
Washington Parish Courthouse

Council Chambers

Monday – 5:00 PM

July 29, 2013
Item No. 1 - Call to Order – Vice Chairman Fussell called the meeting to order.
Item No. 2 – Invocation – Chairman Posey gave the invocation.
Item No. 3 - Pledge of Allegiance – Vice Chairman Fussell called for the Pledge of Allegiance
Item No. 4 - Roll Call - Clerk Sharon Lyons called the roll.  Present were Kenneth Wheat, Michael Fussell, Pete Thomas, and Aubrey Posey. 


Absent from the meeting was Charles Nassauer, Andre’ Johnson

and Greg Route.
Item No. 5 – Approval of Appointments to Riverside Hospital Board –
Councilman Posey reported the Personnel Committee met twice. After completing the interviews the recommendation of the committee is to appoint Barry Kennedy in Ward 1 and Rev. Brent King in Ward 9.  

Councilman Posey offered a motion, seconded by Councilman Thomas to approve the above appointments to the Riverside Hospital Board.
Vice Chairman Fussell called for public discussion.

Kenny Seal, Peterson Road of Mt. Hermon, commended Councilmen Posey on his good and fair approach for handling the appointments through the Personnel Committee. 

Councilman Posey stated that due to the seriousness of the issues with the hospital he decided he needed to get more input with the selection. This is why he handled it through the Personnel Committee. Also, he encouraged the other hospital board members to allow the new members to have input and he asked the employees at the hospital to bear with the board as they try to resolve some problems. Hopefully, they can resolve the issues and turn the negative publicity into a positive situation. 
John Daniels asked when will these board members take the oath of office and was told tomorrow night at the hospital’s regular meeting.  

Councilman Posey asked Attorney Kuhn to touch on the authority that the Parish Government has over the hospital.

Attorney Kuhn stated that earlier he had prepared a memo on his research based on the Attorney Generals opinions and State of Louisiana laws.  The Council has the power to appoint board members and power to remove them for cause; however, the statute does not point out what cause means. The Council does not have authority to participate in the management, operation or control of the hospital, which is left to the Hospital’s Board of Commissioners. Attorney Kuhn stated he had written an opinion and a preliminary memorandum which is attached. Copies of this can be obtained through email or at the Clerk to the Council office. 
President Thomas asked the newspaper reporter, which was present, if she could print the memorandum in the paper, so the citizens of the parish would know and understand what Parish Government’s authority is over the hospital board. 
There were no further comments from the public.
The Vice Chairman called for a vote on the motion.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS: (4) Fussell, Thomas, Posey and Wheat 

NAYS: (0)

ABSENT: (3) Nassauer, Johnson and Route
ABSTAIN: (0)

Item No. 6 – Adjourn - No further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Councilman Posey, seconded by Councilman Thomas.                                
Roll call vote as follows:
YEAS: (4) Fussell, Thomas, Posey and Wheat
NAYS: (0)

ABSENT: (3) Nassauer, Johnson and Route
ABSTAIN: (0)

SIGNATURE_________________
Michael Fussell, Vice Chairman

Washington Parish Council
 SIGNATURE__________________             
Sharon Lyons, Clerk to the Council              

Washington Parish  

(All Ordinances, Resolutions and Attachments in its entirety is available at the office of Clerk of the Council at 909 Pearl Street, Franklinton, Louisiana)

This meeting was held in accordance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact Sharon Lyons, Clerk to the Council at 985-839-0105 describing the assistance that is necessary.
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